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PORTFOLIO is about you. What you’ll be seeing and 
reading in this first issue of “Portfolio” reflects the 
events that you were and will be a part of. It’s through 
your participation and involvement in school activities 
that you are being recognized in Portfolio.
                                               
                                 MJ Cielo  

Welcome to the Winter Issue of our Student Newsletter, “Portfolio.”  Our 2006 fall quarter was filled with 
change and activity.  We began with the arrival of new faculty and built up to singing & eating in the library!  
Then there were lights out on snow days, the wrapping of many Christmas gifts for families in our community and 
MORE KARAOKE in the ART lab—the food was fabulous and the singing was…fabulous too! We wound down through 
a pretty peaceful Finals week and went out with a beautiful bang at our fall fashion show.  

   Portfolio introduces our new faculty and staff and offers you memories, in graphics and text, of these events.  The      
students spearheading the Portfolio project were eager to have a place to showcase some of their wonder-

ful work.  This issue of Portfolio highlights the works of MJ Cielo, Michael Sipin, Kevin Long and Emelinda 
Cabrera.We also bring you news about the activities and work of fellow faculty and students.  So I wel-

come the New Year along with a new Portfolio, and like the timeless holiday toast, “May 
there be many more to come!”
                                                                          

                                Lee Ann Wilmot 

Adair Hinds
Vice President  
of Academic Affairs/Dean

2007 will bring many changes to the Academy. I have been inspired by the number of comments from our students about how they feel 
like it is a family here and how much they feel like they are more than a student number, they are a person. As our campus grows, my 
team is working toward making the students and faculty feel this is YOUR school. To do this, I will be restructuring my administrative team 
and placing more emphasis on students and faculty being more involved in governing school policy, procedures and events. I will be 
empowering the Student Government with the authority to effect systemic change on campus and providing a budget to help make that 
possible. I will also be establishing a faculty council as a governing structure to delegate authority to the faculty to become more involved 
in the strategic direction of our campus. What I hope to hear from students by the end of 2007 and into 2008 is that they really feel this 
is THEIR school. My administrative style is collaborative and my administrative team, from the directors of the programs to the director of 
student services, is all here to help you make this campus great so that you will be proud to have earned a degree from the Academy in 
Seattle. One great example of students taking ownership is this newsletter. This issue was created by students, for students. Thanks to MJ 
Cielo and all those who collaborated on it. Please consider contributing to the next issue.

Jason Smith
President of International Academy of Design & Technology

Get involved!  Get involved!  Get involved!  A student newsletter is a great way to contribute to the college and build your 
network.  Remember, the individuals you go to school with will be your peers and rivals when you’re working in the industry.  
I’m thrilled that the newsletter has been taken over by the student body this quarter.  I expect with their education and ability 
it will far surpass our expectations!  I’d like to wish you all Happy Holidays and look forward to seeing you in 2007.
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“VisCom Goes Global”
From Dragon Ball Z to Sony, Japan has been the cutting edge in today’s graphic and digital industries. Naturally then, it was no surprise when IADT 
Seattle’s Greg Anderson announced the first ever IADT Seattle Visual Communications trip—to Japan. Anderson, IADT Seattle’s Visual Communications 
Chair since this last summer, has been adamant in seeing that his Visual Communications students receive a global experience and understanding of 
the industry they are to enter. 

 The trip, to occur over Fall break in 2007, is open to all IADT students, though Visual Communication Students will have priority. IADT Seattle 
also intends to invite students from all IADT campuses, in an effort to allow students to network.

 Students participating in the trip will spend 10 days touring throughout Japan, using Japan’s famous bullet train. Students will visit museums, 
studios, and parks throughout the country, providing opportunities for education and inspiration. Students will also have free time to visit sites of their 
choice. 

 The cost of the trip is approximately $2500 per person, which includes all breakfasts, half of the dinners, room and board, airfare, and any 
traveling within the country. However, students are encouraged to bring extra spending money for their free time. Greg Anderson and other IADT Seattle 
administrators will try to give academic credit to participating students (most likely internship hours), which would allow students to use their financial 
aid to fund the trip, though this has yet to be determined. 

Anderson intends on making international trips an annual tradition for IADT Seattle’s Visual Communications Program. Future trips 
include Amsterdam, Netherlands, in Fall 2008, and Spain/Portugal in Fall 2009.

 Students interested in IADT Seattle’s Japan 2007 trip should contact Greg Anderson. Also, a 
group of IADT Visual Communications students has been working on a website, specific for 

the trip, which is due to be released early January 2007. The site will have 
all information needed for anyone interested in the trip.

                                                                  
      Mark Beagley 

                        

Reach Out in Winter 2007
 As many of you recall, your first 
quarter in a new school can be quite an expe-
rience; an experience that is forever cataloged 
away in our own personal databanks of unfor-
gettable memories. 

 This next quarter (Winter 2007), The 
International Academy of Design & Technology 
expects to see 75 new students, in all three 
programs. One of the main goals of the IADT 
Student body government and ambassadors, 
is to ensure an amazing first quarter experi-
ence to all new students. 

 We hope that all “veteran” students 
of IADT will take this opportunity to reach 
out with a friendly hand to welcome our new 
Winter 2007 students. “Reaching Out” can 
mean anything, from making a friend, to help-
ing someone find a class, to encouraging and 
complimenting their progress. Whatever way 
you chose to “reach out,” remember your first 
quarter and those students who may, or may 
not, have been there for you, and know that 
you play a major role in the creation of their 
amazing first quarter experience.

                     Mark Beagley
 

January 8 Classes Begin

January 13 Last Day to Add 
/Drop Classes

January 15 Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day

March 24 Last Day ofClasses

March 25 
— April 8

Spring Vacation

WINTER 2007 ACADEMIC CALENDAR
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Expanded advising for evening students: Caryn Fosnaugh has been promoted!!! She will assume the role of Assistant Dean and be working Monday and 
Tuesday night to be available to all night students. Adair works late every Wednesday as well. Evening students now have three nights per week when they can 
find an administrator to answer questions. Congratulate Caryn on her new promotion. She will continue working to improve the scheduling process, coordinate 
the academic advising program, and work on compliance projects to continue to maintain our high standards of excellence in this area. 

Courtney O’Connor is taking over as the Manager of Student Services. Tina has decided that she wanted to work more closely with the art community and 
has left to follow a new direction. Courtney is very excited to take over and bring a new vision to this important office. She will be starting a Natural Helpers 
program on campus, working closely with the student government and coordinating all events on campus. Courtney will also be coordinating the fashion show 
and working as a liaison between the faculty and students to improve collaboration and communication on this important event. Courtney was the reason 
Nick Verreos from Project Runway joined us at last year’s show and has recently agreed to work with our school as a distinguished faculty member leading 
regular workshops for the fashion students. Courtney is looking forward to working with the interior design students to get one of our upcoming grads on 
Designer Finals or to bring a celebrity from Design Star here to get involved in our school as she did with Nick. Courtney will also be looking to connect our VC 
students with community events and professional opportunities while still in school. So stop by and introduce yourself to Courtney and welcome her in this 
new role. Come share your ideas about how we can move this campus closer to becoming the best design college in the Pacific Northwest.

                                                     Adair Hinds
                                              Vice President of Academic Affairs/Dean

INTERIOR DESIGN DEPARTMENT

There is a lot of work going on behind the 
scenes, as the Interior Design Program 
prepares for eventual accreditation by CIDA, 
the nationally recognized Council for Interior 
Design Accreditation. Program Chair Dan 
Crandall is working with the ID faculty to 
make sure the entire curriculum meets the 
rigorous CIDA standards. This is an important 
goal for our school, and demonstrates our 
commitment to top quality education for our 
students, and top quality credentials for our                    
graduates.

IADT HUMANITIES STUDENTS GO BACK IN TIME

In October, our Humanities 201 classes, which focus                         
on worldwide art forms from prehistory to the 14th century, had 
an incredible opportunity—to see the Dead Sea Scrolls in per-
son!  Both classes took group trips to the Pacific Science Center, 
where they took in this remarkable exhibit, learning about the 
historical significance of the Scrolls as well as what life was like 
in the ancient Near East. These students saw amazingly well-
preserved artifacts and were even able to see early forms of 
glasswork, textiles and ceramics.

Where will our students go next?  It’s only a matter of time…
                                        
                                                                   Jody Harris

The General Education department welcomes Jacqueline K. Ortoleva to the Academy 

as the Humanities Instructor. Professor Jacqueline has an MA in Counseling Psychology 

from the University of Southern California. She has years of experience ranging from 

teaching and supervising to Clinical Research Associate at UCLA.
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INTERIOR DESIGN DEPARTMENT NOTES
The Interior Design Club organized a toy drive for the holi-
days. Anyone walking up and down the halls by the library 
probably saw boxes filled with teddy bears and dolls. 
Thanks go out to all the students who organized the drive, 
put up the graphics, and took charge of distributing the 
toys, and thanks to all the generous donors who helped 
make this event a success. As a result, there are a lot of 
kids who will be just a little happier this season. That’s 
what the holidays are all about! 

Adrianne Dale is organizing a tour of Northern Italy for nine Interior De-
sign students and faculty members and family.  The tour will feature such 
highlights as Rome: The Forum, Vatican, and Colisseum, and include 
Florence, the home of Michelangelo. The tour will also visit the Leaning 
Tower of Pisa, and several beautiful towns and countryside in Tuscany. 
Since the trip is scheduled over the break between winter and spring 
quarters, it should offer a refreshing change from rainy Seattle to a 
sunny Mediterranean climate. Everybody is looking forward to visiting the 
heart of the Italian Renaissance, and enjoying exquisite Italian cuisine 
and maybe some wine-tasting. What a way to say good-bye to winter!

Marvin Jason “MJ” Cielo was recently named winner of the FRIENDS logo contest. Bar-
bara Trimble, FRIENDS of Lakewood Library president, received the winning design at the 
October meeting of the Board of Trustees of FRIENDS of Lakewood Library. FRIENDS is a 
nonprofit organization supporting the Pierce County Library’s branches in Lakewood and 
Tillicum. “MJ” was featured in the Suburban Times and will be featured in the Friends of 
Lakewood Newsletter March 2007 Issue which will then carry the Logo He Designed.

IADT GROUPS: CONTACTS:
Design Club / Student Government Mark Beagley

Fashion Design Club Shannon Anderson
Interior  Design Club Michelle Anderson / Shannon Tolberg

Japanese Culture Club Reanna LaCasse
PORTFOLIO Newsletter MJ Cielo / Portfolio@iadtseattle.com
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“Be the change you wish to see.”— Ghandi. I adopted that motto when you elected me your chair of 
membership a year and a half ago, and it gains meaning in my life each day.
When I started at IADT in October 2004, I saw a real division between the different programs and vowed to 
make that change.  Some fashion students quickly became my closest friends and remain so. 
In the summer Fashion Show I saw potential for greatness in every program.  I was excited to see the op-
portunities for members of every program. I was also saddened when more did not turn out to support our 
talented fashion program. However, I learned another valuable lesson from my participation in the Fashion 
Show: When you act in unity with a group decision (even if you don’t totally agree) you discover a power 
within and no matter the end result, beauty prevails over any heartache.
By the end of the Fashion Show, everyone thought I was a fashion student because I support the program 
and I hang out with many students who participated in the Fashion Show.  Becoming the change I wished 
to see and becoming the source of unity in this group let me see the divisions blur.
I also learned that with unity comes opportunity. After devoting myself to a show I believed in and support-
ing students as an assistant stage manager, I was approached by Miss Burien to stage manage their show. 
By the time the curtain rose I had become a production stage manager for them. The Fashion Show be-
came a launching pad into the community and gave me a job. Although Miss Burien was a volunteer posi-
tion, it gave me the opportunity to use my skills as an interior designer and build my self confidence.  It also 
provided me with connections within the Highline Community. I was also able to provide an opportunity for 
Mark Beagley, our Student Body President and a Visual Communication student, who participated in the 
Fashion Show.  This benefitted Mark and me, and also helped get IADT known in the community. The more 
people know about IADT, the more job opportunities will become available for us when we graduate.
Speaking of jobs after school, my participation in the Fashion Show also helped me gain an internship.  
When I went in for a recent interview, the President of the company said she didn’t feel like she had to 
interview me because I came highly recommended from the school.  The recommendation came from the 
president of the Fashion Show planning committee. Thanks to Laura Nielsen Director of Career Services, I 
have an internship at a great company.   
Great opportunities come when you work in unison with others for the greater good.

                                                                                                                        Ruthanne Smith

Thanks to everyone who helped make possible this first issue of Portfolio, the IADT Seattle student 
newsletter: MJ Cielo for poster layout, design, and production. Michael Sipin for Logo design, back-
ground art and layout. Emelinda Cabrera for photography. Amy Bradley for editing and proofreading. 
Kevin Long for various assistance.

A special note of thanks to Tina Stanton, who although she has left to pursue other things, helped in 
many ways, including encouraging students to asssume the production of this newsletter. You will be 
missed!

Thanks to everyone who allowed themselves to be caught on camera!

And thanks to all those who contributed articles, news, and other material. Everyone is encouraged 
to contribute and participate in Portfolio: this is your newsletter!



�

645 Andover Park West
Seattle, WA 98188




